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Session 54 
Pinchas – Zealous for G-d 

4 July 2021 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=me2iSISfuAo 

 
Ari 
Shalom my friends.  Shalom, shalom.  Can you hear me?  It is so good to see all of you.  It is so 
good to see you, to be with you.  I’m just…as the music is playing, I’m going through the screens 
and those of you who have been so kind to share your camera so I can see your faces.  It just 
calms me down.  You know, I pour my heart into this thing and then to see your loving faces, it 
just really brings me peace.  And I love to see all of you. 
 
So, so much has happened this last week.  For me, personally, for Israel, for the world.  Not just 
this past week, but these are the times we’re in.  I think I feel like I start that way every week.  I 
don’t know if you feel it as well, but to me it seems that we’re in a world of confusion.  One 
second.  Someone turned off my camera.  You can see me again?  I don’t know who shut my 
camera off.  Anyways, it feels like we’re in the world…can you hear me?  Cal?  Ardelle?  Ok.  So, 
it seems like we’re in this world of confusion and while it feels like things are falling apart and 
there’s a lot of darkness, there’s also a lot of light.  A lot of beauty.  A lot of hope. 
 
I want to open up with a prayer, and one of the prayers is that my video camera stops shutting 
off arbitrarily.  That would be a good prayer to start with.  So here we go.  HaShem, thank You 
so much.  Thank You for bringing us together.  Thank You for letting us find each other.  Thank 
You for letting us strengthen each other during these powerful times of world history.  There is 
so much darkness, but there’s also so much light.  Please, HaShem, draw us to that light and 
help us connect with each other.  Use our fellowship and each of us personally to channel that 
light to the world.  Please, HaShem, allow the feeling of our hearts and the thoughts of our 
minds, allow the words of our mouths to be a fragrant incense before You.  Please allow us to 
find favor in Your eyes, both during our time together here on this fellowship, and for every 
moment for the rest of our lives.  Amen. 
 
Ok, so I have so much that I want to share with you, but even before I start, there’s an idea that 
a student is not supposed to speak before his rebbe.  So let me start by introducing my dear 
friend and brother, Rabbi Jeremy Gimpel to share. 
 
Jeremy 
Hey, fellowship.  So, I’m just in a park here in Jerusalem today.  Tehila’s mother had to go 
through a surgery so we’re just in Jerusalem now waiting for the results.  And so of course your 
prayers would be very much appreciated.  But I was looking through the parsha this week and 
you know one of the methodologies that the sages of Israel teach us is that you should look at 
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the beginning of the Torah portion and at the end of the Torah portion and somehow those two 
things are interconnected.   
 
And we look at the beginning of the Torah portion, we have this spiritual hero, this zealous 
man, Pinchas, who just at a moment’s notice almost instinctually is just enraged, inspired, 
zealous for God and takes action into his own hands.  Moses doesn’t do anything, Joshua 
doesn’t do anything.  No one does anything and he murders, kills Zimri, one of the heads of the 
tribes of Simeon.  And this week’s portion, we see that he’s awarded the covenant of peace and 
the priesthood for this incredible act.   
 
And there’s a lot of questions about that.  I mean, on one hand, without going into the morality 
of it, it seems as though the spiritual hero is the person that’s spontaneous, is the person that’s 
filled with the spirit of God that’s ready to take faith and put it into action.  That’s just, you 
know, elevated by the moment.  And, it’s almost like that’s how we idealize spiritual living.  But 
then, at the end of the Torah portion, we see something really remarkable.  Pinchas doesn’t 
lead the nation.  Joshua does.  And it’s like this amazing climactic moment where Moses is told 
you’re going to die.  And Moses is like, listen, we need a leader.  Don’t leave the Jewish people 
alone.  And they choose a leader.  And then you’re wondering like, ok, what’s the message 
that’s going to be given forth now to the people of Israel for all times.  What is the message of 
this new leader?  What’s the message to this new leader?  What’s going to be carried on for 
generation to generation?   
 
And then, the verse says: 

(`~yIB")r>[;h' !yBeî  hf,Þ[]T; ynIëVeh; fb,K,äh; ‘taew> rq,Bo+b; hf,ä[]T; dx'Þa,h' fb,K,îh;-ta,) and the first 
lamb you shall do in the morning and the second lamb you shall do at night.  (Bemidbar 28:4) 

And the sages of Israel, there’s an argument, what’s the most important verse in all of the 
Torah?  And one of the opinions is that verse is the most important verse.  Not the shema, not 
love your neighbor as yourself, but one lamb you do in the morning and one lamb you shall do 
in the evening.  That’s the most important verse.  And I think if you contrast that with the 
spiritual spontaneity and zealousness of Pinchas and the fact that Pinchas doesn’t get the 
leadership, but Joshua does.  And the first message to Joshua is consistency, persistence, 
stability, loyalty.  Every day in the morning, every day in the evening. 

 
Joshua, the Midrash tells us, you know, what did they do throughout their times in the desert?  
So, Moses would be giving over his Torah classes and the heads of the tribes and the people 
that wanted to be judges and scholars and leaders would attend the class.  And Joshua was 
there before everyone else, setting up the chairs.  And he would leave after everyone else, 
cleaning up, every day.  He was the first one in class and the last one to leave.  And then when 
it's time to elect a leader, it’s not the spontaneous, zealous, inspirational moment, but it’s the 
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consistent leader that has faith and loyalty.  Emunah in Hebrew is rooted in another word 
which is na’aman, which means loyal.  That somehow Biblical faith is less about professing a 
certain idea to be true, but more about being loyal to what you know is true.  And that 
combination of Pinchas, which is the spontaneous moment being filled with God’s spirit and 
taking that inspiration and turning it into action.   
 
You know, Pinchas is the one that’s commanded every morning, every evening, one lamb in the 
morning and one lamb in the evening.  And it’s that discipline and that perseverance and that 
consistency that actually creates the groundwork.  I mean Western civilization has almost 
forgotten.  It’s like we idealize so much the moment of inspiration and the great music concert 
and the moments where we feel connected.  But the Torah is really pointing us that if you want 
those moments of connectivity and you want those moments of inspiration.  And when you’re 
put to the test, you want to make sure that in those moments of truth you act properly?  The 
way to doing that is one lamb in the morning and one lamb in the evening.   
 
Discipline, habits, persistence, ritual, and building a life based on discipline and habits will 
create the groundwork for the next generation that’s going into Israel when the time comes for 
them to go out to war.  When the time comes for them to act in faith.  The loyalty that they’ve 
committed to, their faith and loyalty, their emunah with na’amanut, that together is what 
creates the groundwork for an amazing generation.  And that’s why Joshua was chosen to lead 
the nation as an example because the nation didn’t need you know a zealous, inspirational 
leader.  What they needed was a personal example of when the time came, Joshua came in 
with a good report.  Because every day he’d been practicing.  Every day he was persistent.  
Every day he had discipline.  Every day he did what was right.  And training yourself to do 
what’s right over and over again, aligning yourself, over and over again.  Doing teshuva over 
and over again.  Just like a repetition builds your physical muscles when you lift up a weight, so 
too spiritual repetitions, of that consistency, build up your character.  They build up a loyalty, a 
na’amanute to your faith.  And it strengthens you spiritually. 
 
And so I just bless everyone that we all have faith and loyalty because times are not always 
easy.  Tehila is right now in the hospital visiting her mom.  And you know, we just don’t know 
what the future holds.  But, hopefully, in practicing with faith, consistency, and persistence will 
give us the wood for the fire, to allow our fire to burn bright when it gets darkest.  
 
And so, I bless all of us with the covenant of peace of Pinchas and the leadership of Joshua.  So, 
thank you very much for your prayers.  They’re very much appreciated and I’ll see you soon.  
I’m coming to the United States and so is Tehila and I would love to see as many of you as 
possible.  But we’ll be in touch.  Shalom. 
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Ari 
It was just so good to hear this from Jeremy because he lives it.  He’s really living that and more 
than ever I can really think about me needing to hear that as well.  It’s such a beautiful 
teaching.  It’s such an important teaching for right now, particularly during our times.  Because 
while we are surrounded by so many things that appear to be falling apart and going out of 
control, the truth is that the vast majority of things that we focus on and stress about, are really 
out of our sphere of influence altogether. 
 
Just this past week, I sat down for a conversation with a friend of mine who was sharing his 
perspective on what’s happening in the world today.  And he was sharing one thing after 
another, really just like conspiracies from corona to the vaccines to 5G, to the world economic 
forum.  And I’ll tell you he was totally convinced of each and every conspiracy that he shared.  
And as for me, I don’t know.  Maybe, yes.  Maybe, no.  I walked away feeling like there may be 
real some things of truth to what he was saying or none.  I didn’t know.  But what I did see, was 
that he had been twisting himself up in knots over things that seemed to be out of his control.  
Where we should be harnessing our efforts and our focus and our energy into what is in our 
control.  And as Jeremy explained, that’s what Pinchas did to make himself into that person that 
he needed to be in order to make that courageous decision at that fateful moment.  There’s 
discipline and consistency.   
 
And I’ll tell you as of late this week, as I’ll tell you a little bit later in this fellowship, I’m 
developing more of that than I ever have, not out of inspiration, but in some ways, out of 
necessity.  I feel like God is taking me in that direction.  I’m really opening my heart up in this 
fellowship.  And, anyways, Jeremy’s an inspiration to me, I’ll just put it out there right now.  He 
doesn’t just preach it, he lives it.  Every day he jumps in that freezer that literally he has to 
break the ice, I’ve seen it.  It’s an ice cream freezer.  He jumps into it without fail every single 
day.  If I’m a big hero, like I’ll just turn the shower on cold for 10 seconds at the end. 
 
But either way, on a personal level, this empowering Torah idea that Jeremy shared is 
something I needed to hear right now because the past week has been a very difficult one for 
me and I’ll admit that I was deliberating about whether to share it with all of you.  It’s difficult 
to do because, number one, I feel like I’ve been talking a lot about me lately, about myself.  But 
second, it feels more than a little vulnerable because it’s real time.  It’s still happening to me 
right now.  I haven’t fully worked it through yet, although I do feel like I’m seeing the light at 
the end of the tunnel.   
 
You see, often rabbis and pastors and motivational speakers, public figures, you gotta put your 
best face on.  You know, like you’ve got it all figured out.  We go through these hard times and 
you can share about it, but usually it’s after the fact.  At least that’s what I’ve seen.  When 
you’re on the other side of things.  When you’ve already got it figured out.  But sharing about it 
while it’s happening, well it makes you feel vulnerable.  So often you just put a smile on your 
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face and you keep your private life private.  And maybe that’s a good thing, maybe it’s a bad 
thing.  I think there’s a fear that people have that those they’re speaking to will say to 
themselves, this guy doesn’t have it figured out.  He’s going through hard times just like I am, so 
why should I listen to him?  And that’s why so many of these public figures, I think, crash and 
burn so dramatically.  Because the façade that they need to keep up that best face that they 
need to keep up, eventually comes apart and you can only keep the front up for so long. 
 
So I decided to share this because I really believe that one of the secrets to the beauty of this 
fellowship is being real with each other, open with each other, walking through the minefield of 
this world together, hand in hand, and I also feel like I intuitively recognize the truth that we’re 
all people and we all fall and we all fail and we all have shortcomings and we don’t always live 
up to our own standards of what we know is true.  We aren’t always able to overcome our 
emotions, to control our emotions.  It’s true we talk about it all the time, the greatest service of 
HaShem is happiness.  Serving God with happiness.   
 
One second.  Ok, I’m glad that I caught it.  Anyways, maybe some people can be happy all the 
time, but not me, nor anyone I know for that matter.  Sometimes despite it all, we’re sad.  And 
no matter how deeply we know that everything is from HaShem and everything is good, we can 
find ourselves filled with doubt and fear and regret and sadness.   
 
And so, this week has been yet another challenging week for me.  Perhaps the most challenging 
so far.  So there was…let’s go back, right?  We’re on this journey together.  There was the car 
incident in which I performed the very impressive accomplishment of being run over by my very 
own car while I was driving it.  Dislocated my shoulder severely, and now for the rest of my life, 
I’ll spend the first 15 seconds compulsively assuring that the car is in park before I exit the 
vehicle.  So that happened.  Then I got this crazy sickness.  I remember Jeremy said last week 
after I spoke, wow, I couldn’t even tell you were sick.  I immediately passed out afterwards for 
many hours.  Everything I said, it just took everything out of me.   
 
And that was a crazy sickness, I had a headache and chills and fatigue, it was bad.  And it’s still 
with me.  And this past week, this was a doozy.  This week, I was struck with anxiety, like 
extreme anxiety.  I think the truth is, I don’t really know because I’ve never struggled with 
anxiety.  It’s weird to be 41 and all of a sudden have a new thing.  But I don’t know what else I 
could call it.  You see, I’ve always been grateful.  HaShem has blessed me with a relatively stable 
and happy disposition.  I’ve had moments of anxiety here and there, but that’s it.  It was mild 
and it was infrequent.  And in my mind, my job was to be a source of strength and stability, to 
be that rock that my friends and family who struggled with anxiety, that they could lean on for 
strength and encouragement.  That was always my role.  I was that guy.  And I was grateful that 
part of my basket of challenges HaShem determined that I would need to contend with in this 
world was not including anxiety.   
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But I will admit though, that somewhere deep in my heart, I took some credit for it.  I said to 
myself that I didn’t have these huge struggles with dark emotions because I’ve spent so much 
of my adult life polishing the lens.  And by now you know what I mean by polishing the lens.  
Working on crafting that prism through which you experience the world to reflect the truth of 
HaShem’s providence and His orchestration of everything. 
 
And then, this week happened in which I became crippled with anxiety.  I couldn’t eat, and I 
couldn’t sleep.  A friend of mine told me that he had the same, all the same symptoms that I 
had and that it was a side effect of this virus or whatever it is that I was infected with and that 
many people he knew were experiencing mental or emotional side effects.  But that didn’t 
speak to me, I doubted that that was true.  It just didn’t feel true.  It felt like there was an 
uncontrolled hurricane-like swirl of doubt and confusion and most of all fear.  It was something 
unlike I’ve experienced in my adult life.  And these weren’t foreign thoughts that were shooting 
through my mind.  Most of them were thoughts that I’ve had before that I entertain.  But their 
torrential like power and potency was unlike anything I can ever remember.  It felt like HaShem 
had stripped me of my emunah, of my faith, and I was left alone in the center of a tornado, not 
knowing what to do or where to turn. 
 
I’m looking at your faces, I hope it’s ok, that I’m going this deep and just opening up like this.  
So I had a thought that the sickness of the week before had humbled me.  I thought I was 
humbled already, but I guess I needed to be humbled even more than that because you know, 
even when it comes to faith, particularly when it come to faith, I was desperately grabbing in 
the dark for life rafts, for my emergency truths.  I don’t know if you have the emergency truth 
that you go to, but I remember lying there in bed, ain ode milvado, I was singing it to myself.  
Ain ode milvado.  There’s nothing, abut HaShem in the world.  That’s what ain ode milvado 
means.  There’s nothing but HaShem in the world.  That’s what I know.  There’s nothing but 
HaShem and I remember that wherever I am, He’s with me.  Everything’s from HaShem. 
 
And of course, the one we all knew, gam zu l’tova – this too is for the good.  Everything’s for the 
good.  I would say, although I’m walking through the valley of the shadow of death, I will not 
fear any evil because You’re with me.  And I’m not going to say that these didn’t help at all, 
even though at the time, it didn’t feel like they helped at all.  But in retrospect maybe they 
made the difference between really coming apart at the seams and just suffering excruciatingly.  
But there was nothing I could do to end the suffering.  But even while it was happening, I knew 
deep down that I was being humbled.   
 
And at some point, I had the thought that maybe I should turn to a doctor for some medication 
for some sort of relief.  Which by the way, I’m not judging those people who do that at all.  I 
know people who do.  Everybody has their own set of challenges and their own solutions.  But 
that voice of truth deep within me said, no.  Said no.  I am not going to do that.  I need to be 
experiencing this right now and if I medicate it, I’ll miss the opportunity it’s presenting to me, 
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and it would have all been for nothing.  And I actually remembered a teaching from the great 
Rabbi Abraham Twerski, if you’ve heard of him, may his memory be a blessing.  He just left the 
world just about six months ago and he’s already so missed.  I could summarize it for you, but I 
feel like it would be more powerful for you to hear it directly from him. 
 
Video by Twerski 

Something I want to tell you about, the stress and how we have to look 
at stress, ok?  And I think it’s an important thing because many people 
have told me from my lecture, the one thing they remember.  Ok?  I was 
sitting in a dentist office and looked at an article that said, How do 
lobsters grow?  I don’t care how lobsters grow.  But I was interested in it.  

And it points out that a lobster is a soft mushy animal that lives inside of a rigid shell.  That rigid 
shell does not expand.  Well, how can the lobster grow?  Well, as the lobster grows, that shell 
becomes very confining and the lobster feels itself under pressure and uncomfortable.  It goes 
under a rock formation to protect itself from predatory fish, casts off the shell and produces a 
new one.  Well eventually that shell becomes very uncomfortable as it grows, right?  Back 
under the rocks and the lobster repeats this numerous times.  The stimulus for the lobster to be 
able to grow is that it feels uncomfortable, right? 
 
Now, if lobsters had doctors, they would never grow because as soon as the lobster feels 
uncomfortable, goes to the doctor, gets a valium, gets a Percocet, feels fine.  Never casts off its 
shell.  So I think that we have to realize is that we have to realize that times of stress of stress 
are also times that are signals for grown.  And if we can use adversity properly, we can grow 
through adversity.  (end of video) 
 
Ari 
And so, I figured if I needed to upgrade my shell, then let it happen.  Now just one request 
please.  If I lose video or sound, if you guys could just go like this…because I don’t always see it 
on the bottom, but I see all of you.  So if you could just wave to me that I’ve lost video, ok, 
you’re waving to me now.  That’s good to know.  I’m going to hope that this doesn’t happened 
again.  We’ll figure it out.   
 
But I just prayed that this would all end as quickly as possible, that my shell would be upgraded 
and it was just so humbling.  I remember feeling like HaShem had just removed Himself from 
me.  That He exiled me from His Presence.  I found myself speaking King David’s words from 
Psalm 51 as if they were my own.  As if they were my own.  Like I was talking to HaShem and 
I’ve just said them so many times that that’s the way it came out from me.  When he said, in 
Psalm 51, (`yNIM<)mi xQ:ïTi-la; ^ªv.d>q'÷ x:Wrïw> ^yn<+p'L.mi ynIkEïyliv.T;-la; ) do not cast me away from 
Your Presence, HaShem.  Do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  
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I felt the bitterness, the cold, the isolation of being alienated from HaShem within my heart of 
not knowing how to reach out and not to connect with Him.  And believe me now that I’m 
feeling it on the other side, I just, I’m going to cleave like never before.  That’s already made it 
all worth it.  But it became clear to me in a way that it had never been, that being close to 
HaShem and having a deep internalized faith in HaShem is ultimately a gift as well.  We need to 
grow the muscle, to study Torah, to do acts of kindness, and to pray.  But ultimately, having 
that faith enter our hearts and fill our souls is a gift from God.  A gift that we need to pray for 
and a gift that we need to recognize can be taken away from us when He sees fit.   
 
And it isn’t necessarily a punishment.  I’ve come to question whether there’s really in the world 
of truth, whether there’s such a thing as punishment.  It’s in some ways, more a cause and 
effect.  At least in the terms we’ve come to understand it.  But maybe that’s for another 
fellowship.  Perhaps when this happens, HaShem is just removing Himself from us.  I don’t know 
if it’s happened to you.  There we go, thank you, maybe HaShem is just removing Himself from 
us in order to see who we’ve really become.  When you strip it all away and we’re alone and 
afraid, will we stay loyal to Him and seek Him with all of our hearts and all of our might, or will 
we take refuge in whatever opiates we can find to dull and numb the pain?  And God knows we 
see enough of that happening in the world all around us. 
 
And then this past Wednesday, things started to take a turn for the better.  And although like I 
said, I’m not in the clear, it’s been gradual and there were a number of life preservers thrown 
to me to cleave to within these tumultuous waters that were encircling me from friends and 
family.  Mostly my beloved wife, Shayna, who I’ve come to appreciate with a depth that I never 
have before.  But this, this fellowship, oey, you’re just so holy and I’m so grateful for you.  So 
many of you would randomly write me emails and messages and blessings and encourage me 
and pray for me and you didn’t even know what I was going through.  And each of them 
touched my heart, each of your words and your prayers and your blessings touched my heart.  
It made me feel less alone in all of this.  But in whatever it was, HaShem was doing with me. 
 
And on Wednesday, I was lying in bed and I checked on my phone and I saw that I received an 
audio message from Sister Georgine.  I don’t know if you recognize her name from the 
fellowship.  She speaks, she’s very involved.  Anyways, she’s a nun, and I first met her at 
Darmstadt, Germany.  And now I believe she lives in Arizona, but I’m not sure.  Anyways, I was 
lying there in the fetal position and I pressed play and this is what I heard: 
 
Audio (singing) 
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Spirit of healing come now.  We ask HaShem and pray so.  Spirit of healing 
come now, healing Rabbi Ari today.  Mishle says a merry heart is a key to our 
healing.  We bless HaShem for His great love and praise His holy Name.  Spirit 
of healing come now.  We ask HaShem and pray so.  Spirit of healing come 
now, healing Rabbi Ari today. 
 
 

 
Ari 
It just pierced directly into my heart and I lay there in my bed and I just started crying.  My eyes 
were just filled with tears.  It was just so simple and so pure and so beautiful.  And I played it 
again and again and it really did bring healing to me.  I called Shayna into the room and I played 
it for her a number of times.  I sent it to all of my family and they were just like, who is…what is 
going on with Ari that a nun is singing him this?  But none of them could help.  They laughed, 
ok, but they laughed, but none of them could help but be deeply touched by it.  And I listened 
to it so many times that it was stuck in my head and I didn’t want it to leave.  Throughout all of 
Shabbat it was stuck in my head.  And let’s just take a moment and reflect on that.  Just a 
snapshot.  A rabbi in Judea, lying in bed, crippled with sickness and inexplicable anxiety, 
experiencing healing from the simple pure blessing song of a nun, halfway around the world, 
praying for him.   
 
I know King Solomon said that there’s nothing new under the sun, but come on.  You know, 
show me when such a thing has ever happened before.  And that’s just an example of the 
glimpses of redemptive light that we’re experiencing here.  Each in our own way in this 
fellowship.  God is doing really something great here.  And I know still that we’re at the early 
stages, just at the beginning.  But the walls are coming down and the divisions of the past are 
disappearing.  And so much of the pain and the distrust of the past is just being healed by love 
and by blessing.   
 
And as I was lying there in bed, I was going back into a flurry and a friend of mine sent me a 
video from Rav Biederman.  Now he’s a Jerusalem Rabbi I’ve quoted to you from before.  And 
he shared a teaching that really spoke to me.  And at least at the moment that I was at right 
now.  And again, I could sum it up to you and I could say, Rav Biederman said, but I thought, 
why now allow you to hear it directly for yourself in the original Yiddish, I hope you all speak 
Yiddish. 
 
Rav Biederman video 
Rav Zelig Braverman was one of the respected yidden of Old Yerushalayim.  Every Friday, his 
family would bake many challos which he would distribute to the poor people of Yerushalayim 
for Shabbos.  There was this poor broken man whose job required heavy physical labor.  He 
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worked hard all week for little pay.  One Friday afternoon, he knocked on Reb Zelig’s door and 
requested his two challos.  Reb Zelig told him that there are no challos left.  “I don’t have any 
more challos.”   
 
“Reb Zelig, I need two challos.”   
 
“Listen my friend, I don’t have any more challos.” 
 
“Zelig, but I need two challos.” 
 
The poor man lost his temper and slapped Reb Zelig twice.  Right away, Reb Zelig went and took 
the two challos from his set Shabbos table and gave them to the poor man.  Reb Zelig’s children 
asked him, “Did his ‘sin’ earn him the challos?  You gave him the challos because he slapped 
you?”   
 
Reb Zelig said, “you need to understand what prompted this man to slap me.  This man is bitter.  
He works very hard, tires himself out and earns only a few pennies!  Every week he brings home 
two tasty challos which make his Shabbos pleasurable.  This poor man coming home without 
the challos would have caused absolute sadness….  It could’ve looked like a Tisha B’av which 
falls out on Shabbos, heaven forbid.  And because of this utter bitterness, he slapped me.  I 
don’t need the two challos.  I’ll eat old matza.  But he really needs it.”   
 
Later Reb Zelig went into his room and they overheard him saying to himself, “Zelig, Zelig, why 
do you need to get two slaps in order to understand that you should give away your own 
challos to someone else?”   
 

 My friends, why do we need to get so many slaps from 
Heaven for us to understand that we need to love each other 
and give away what’s ours to others?  How many slaps do we 
need to get both here in Eretz Yisroel and around the world?  
HaShem should put an end to our suffering.  How many slaps 
do we need to get to understand that we need to give of 
ourselves to others!?  With some Ahavas Chanim!   
 

 
Ari 
Ahavas Chanim means baseless love, right?  As we know, it was baseless hatred that destroyed 
the Temple.  And so what this Rabbi is saying, this Rabbi that so many people would look at him 
and say, oh, he’s an ultra-orthodox, closed-minded, insular, closed off.  And he’s saying we just 
to need to baselessly love each other.  Everybody.  Every Jew needs to love every Jew and every 
Jew needs to love all of mankind and all of mankind needs to love each other.   
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I feel like there had to be a reason, there had to be a reason that HaShem was giving me so 
many of these slaps and I can only imagine how many of these smaller, quiet little slaps I was 
ignoring.  And I was forcing God’s hand to be louder and louder and more dramatic until I would 
finally listen.  Until my stubborn, obstinate ears would finally hear what He’s been telling me 
and I hope I’m hearing it now.  I pray to God that I’m hearing it now and that I’m really opening 
my heart for all of this.   
 
I’m so sorry about the camera, but anyways, I don’t think it’s just me personally either.  
Because last night, after prayers in our synagogue, at the crown of our mountain, I was able to 
pull myself out and go to prayers and I was speaking to my very dear friend about what I’ve 
been going through.  And I opened up to him because I’ve always considered him like the 
strongest most solid guy I know, one of them.  And I told him what’s happening, he said, 
brother, that happens to me too all the time.  I was like, you cry, you break down and cry?  He’s 
like, yeah, I do.  And I try not to fight it.  I try to just experience it and let it wash over me and 
realize that it’s part of something much greater.   
 
And I said, what do you mean by that?  What do you mean it’s part of something much greater?  
And he said, are you watching the news?  Do you see, are you watching the news, are you 
seeing the chaos that’s going on out there in the world?  There’s a spirit of fear and confusion 
washing over mankind.  And we’re a part of it.  Just because our bodies look separate and 
disconnected, doesn’t mean that we are disconnected.  We’re all one.  You’re simply feeling 
that chaotic energy of the world flowing through you.  He’s a spiritual guy and he was speaking 
in those terms and of course this is true.  But I realized that I’ve been so caught up in my own 
pain and my own fear and my own experience that I was just disconnected from the greater 
picture.   
 
And so as the dust began to settle a little bit, I decided to take a look around to see who I can 
help as so many people have helped me, just to see who I can pray for as so many people have 
prayed for me.  And well in our world, you do not need to look far, there was just a great 
tragedy that has struck America.  A dramatic, devastating tragedy, you probably know what I’m 
talking about.  Not only for America, but for the Jewish people.  And this is of course the 
predominantly Jewish apartment, condominium in Miami, Florida that you guys, shake your 
heads if you know what I’m talking about.  So it seemed to spontaneously collapse last week.   
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Can you imagine?  This isn’t in some 
third world country.  This happened in 
an expensive, upper middle-class 
neighborhood in Miami right next to 
the Jewish community.  Immediately 
in the Jewish world, the prayers 
began and the dread took hold and 
everybody’s wondering, who do I 
know and who do I know that knows 
who I know?  Everybody called their 
friends from Miami and of course 

Israel immediately sent an expedition of IDF officers, search and rescue teams, to help rescue 
any survivors that there may be, as we do for all natural disasters, by the way, all around the 
world, whether they’re from friendly countries like America or adversaries like Iran or Syria.   
 
And during a CNN interview with the IDF search and rescue delegation, I saw something which 
caught my eye and impacted me profoundly.  And it was a five-minute interview but I’m not 
going to share the whole thing with you.  I’ll just cut out the first minute here for you to see. 
 
Video 
CNN Reporter 
This is truly a global rescue effort here with engineering and specialists from around the world 
joining local officials.  With me now is Colonel Golan Vach, he’s an Israeli Rescue team here.  
Commander, thanks so much for being with us and thank you for the work you’re doing.  You 
just came from the pile, you’ve been working overnight on the site, I can still see the dust on 
your boots which our viewers can’t see here.  Give me the latest in terms of what you’re 
finding. 
 

Colonel Vach 
At the last 12 hours, we found some more people… 
 
Interview 
You found more bodies? 
 
Colonel Vach 

We found people, unfortunately they are not alive.  We found some more tunnels and we 
strolled at night in those tunnels and there are from one hand, new spaces that we find, and 
from the other, we found more people, but unfortunately not alive. 
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Ari 
So did you hear the…did you hear the sensitivity in his voice?  The compassion, the love for 
every person, not just every Jew, but every person, could you hear that in his voice?  It was so 
moving.  And you may have caught what I caught.  Twice, he refused to say, bodies.  It wasn’t 
just semantics.  When this holy man uncovered one of the victims of this tragedy, he didn’t see 
a body, he saw a human being, created in the image of God, whose soul has departed from 
within them.  Every one of them is unique and holy.  Every one of them is an entire world.  And 
in a world that’s more and more changing the meaning of words to separate us and to divide 
us, to hear such deliberate usage of language for a holy reason, it touched me and it made me 
proud yet again to be such a part of such a sensitive and holy nation.  And while Colonel Vach 
humbly diverted his focus from it throughout the interview, it’s clear that he had not slept in 
days and that he had no concern for himself.   
 
You know, we can ask ourselves, why this is happening, and we should.  Building collapses in 
America are not common at all and for it to happen in the heart of a Jewish neighborhood 
should give us pause and strengthen us.  Consider this.  Another rare building collapse 
happened yesterday in Buffalo, New York as you can see right here. 
 

And so, what is this all about?  All of a sudden two 
building collapses?  Why is this happening?  We 
can’t definitively know why.  We should try to make 
sense of it.  We can humbly seek understanding.  
One person seeking, a friend of mind wrote, why is 
this happening?  And he gave some reason why it’s 
happening.  And instead of everybody saying, we 
don’t know, we can’t know the way God thinks.  All 
these people were making suggestions.   
 

One person seeking to make sense of it, he wrote this: 
 

Ahavat Yisrael – love for our fellow Jew 
 
Yirat Shamayim – our fear of heaven 
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And so, that was really beautiful for me.  To hear him say that.  Because that’s really what it’s 
about.  It’s about praying that HaShem just sees the good in us and that we can only do that by 
seeing the good in each other.   
 
And then another person wrote this: 
 

Teshuva – to repent 
 
That is a Jewish way of coping and 
contending with pain and darkness in the 
world, to try to make sense of how we can 
refine ourselves.  So I don’t really know why 
it happened.  The thought that I had, maybe 
God is telling us that the foundations are 
crumbling, particularly in America.  That we 
must stop putting our faith in bricks and 

mortar or the works of our hands.  I don’t know.  It isn’t for us to know, at least not definitively, 
it’s not for us to know.  At least not beyond the shadow of a doubt.   
 
Yes, we should seek understanding and insight, this is true.  But we should seek to hear what 
God is telling us.  But more important than that, we need to put our own interests and 
ourselves aside and think about God and His honor and about the health and the well-being of 
our fellow man.  This is the way at least I felt because I had spent this week just crippled, 
immersed in myself, just totally in myself.  And I realized that was part of what I was contending 
with.  So, in essence, what do we need to do?  We need to look within our own hearts, at our 
own motivations and our own egos and ask, what can we do to truly serve God?  What can we 
do to be of service?  And this is exactly what I believe we can learn from the great Pinchas in 
this week’s Torah portion who throughout history stands out as the greatest example of what it 
means to be a zealot for HaShem.   
 
But to frame things in a better way than I ever could, let me introduce Tehila Gimpel who will 
share a teaching that is so profound that I’m telling you now, you’ll probably want to revisit this 
highlight and watch it at least twice.  Tehila. 
 
Tehila 
Hey guys, so there’s this idea that I’ve been waiting for the right time to share with you and I’m 
really excited that it’s Parashat Pinchas which is a perfect time to tap into this idea.  It has 
footprints all over the Torah, and even in the Prophets.  But in this week’s parsha, we really get 
to the pinnacle of it.  In the beginning of this week’s parsha, we read about the reward for 
Pinchas, the grandson of Aaron, that he gets for zealously having killed Zimri, the head of 
Shimon, when he publicly sinned in Shittim, when the Midianite women came to seduce the 
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Israelites to idolatry and licentiousness.  Now this is a tricky story, right?  Because he does this.  
He kills the prince of Shimon.  And you can imagine the whole crowd being like, what was that?  
Oh, my God, like a hush comes over the crowd, like that could have been murder, that could 
have been really bad, God didn’t say to kill anyone, Moshe didn’t say to kill anyone, what was 
that?  And they’re like, maybe it was good, like they were sinning?  You could just imagine the 
tension in the crowd, and then HaShem says, good job.  And you’re like, ok, phew!  Right?  And 
now there’s this kind of cryptic interesting Midrash in a book called the Sifre, which is one of 
the most ancient interpretations on the Torah from the Tannaitic period. 
 
I’m going to tell it to you.  It’s a little complicated and then we’re going to unpack it, ok?  So the 
Midrash asks, why does the tribe of Levi get special blessings?  The Midrash is asking because it 
says Shimon and Levi, they drank from the same cup in Shechem, like they were both involved 
in something seemingly not so great in Shechem, and they were criticized by Jacob, and even 
kind of cursed at Jacob’s death bed for this.  So if they did the same thing wrong, why did Levi 
like pull ahead of the pack and get all these blessings and Shimon didn’t?  Right? 
 
And the Sifre gives this parable.  It says, imagine two people took a loan from the King.  One of 
them pays the money back to the King and even gives the King extra money, like an extra loan 
to the treasury of the King.  And one of them doesn’t pay the loan back and has the audacity, 
what we would call in Israel, the chutzpah, right?  He has the chutzpah to come and ask the 
King for another loan.  The Midrash says that’s what Shimon and Levi were like.  They both took 
out a loan in Shechem.  Levi returned his loan at the golden calf and even gave more to the King 
at Shittim because of Pinchas killing Zimri.  But Shimon didn’t pay his loan back and then took 
out another loan through the act of Zimri with the Midianite woman.  And therefore, Levi is 
blessed.  That’s what the Sifre teaches us.   
 
And this is kind of interesting and cryptic.  The Midrash is drawing like this connection between 
the story of Shechem, the story of Jacob’s blessings to Levi and Shimon, the story of the golden 
calf, the story of Pinchas and Zimri here and tying it all together and saying you should look at 
this like a loan.  What is the Midrash trying to teach us?  It says that is the way, you could only 
understand the story through these different connections and like what is drawing all these 
things together, what does it mean?  It’s a lot. 
 
So, it’s a little bit of a mind-blowing concept.  I’m going to try to convince you that the Torah 
here is teaching us a really deep idea, like the Midrash is showing us that all these stories are 
connected to teach us something really meaningful about our lives and about repentance itself.  
The idea is that the future can change and define the past.  I know that sounds weird to say the 
future can define the past, right?  I’m going to try to convince you.  Let’s go back to all the 
different elements and try to understand them.   
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So the first story that the Midrash teaches us is relevant is the story of Shimon and Levi in 
Shechem.  Shechem takes Dina and rapes her.  Shimon and Levi go and slaughter all the people 
of the city of Shechem when they’re at their weakest because they’ve just been circumcised.  
Was that good or was that bad?  Like, when you read it, you’re not really sure.  Because Ya’akov 
doesn’t even really seem sure.  There are these two statements about how the brothers felt 
about this whole thing regarding Dina.  One of the verses says, and the men were grieved and 
they burned fiercely because he had committed a scandalous act in Israel to lie with the 
daughter of Jacob and such ought not to be done.  You know, such ought not to be done.  It 
sounds like they’re having this like righteous indignation, they’re saying this was wrong.  We 
need to do something.  We are enraged because an immoral act was committed.   
 
But later when Ya’acov says to them, why did you go kill everyone?  That seems a little 
excessive, right?  Why did you kill all the people of Shechem?  Right?  They say, shall he make 
our sister like a harlot?  That doesn’t sound quite as even-headed as the earlier verse, right?  It 
doesn’t sound quite as holy in the intentions, it sounds more like a family honor, tribal kind of 
thing.  Like, you mess with my sister, you know, I’m going to take some revenge.   
 
What was the real motivation for killing the people of Shechem?  Was it like they were saying, 
well we mustn’t allow such things to be done, we have to set a proper moral standard?  Or was 
it just vengeful, hot-headed anger without thinking about the long-term consequences or the 
fairness of killing all of these people?  Yaakov, Jacob himself doesn’t seem to really be quite 
sure because the chapter ends there with them saying, are they going to turn our sister into a 
harlot?  And he doesn’t respond.  We don’t really know what he things, like did that convince 
him that this was OK, or not?  We don't really know.  But then at his deathbed when he gives 
the blessings to all of these 12 sons, what does Ya’akov say?  In Genesis 49, verse 7, he says, 
cursed be their anger, cursed be their wrath, for it is mighty and their anger because it is harsh.  
I will separate them throughout Jacob and I will scatter them throughout Israel.   
 
So it seems that when Jacob is reflecting back, he’s not really seeing this in such a positive light, 
because he’s saying, you guys, both of you aren’t going to have a tribal inheritance.  You’re 
going to be scattered among Israel.  But it’s an interesting punishment because he doesn’t like 
destroy them or say that you’re going to suffer terribly.  It’s like they’re so rageful, you can’t be 
like a concentrated force.  You’re too powerful.  You need to be diluted, right?  So it’s unclear, 
like is this really a curse?  Is it not a curse?  It seems like a curse, but it’s not so bad, right?   
 
Now the next story that the midrash is referencing is the story of the golden calf.  What 
happens at the golden calf?  People are sinning, they’re worshiping the golden calf.  And Moshe 
says, whoever is for the Lord, let him come to me.  And all the sons of Levi gathered around him 
the verse says.  And then they go and they kill all the people who are worshiping the golden 
calf, meaning when push came to shove, Levi and no one else were really willing to go out and 
be zealous for HaShem.  Guess who didn’t show up?  Shimon didn’t show up when HaShem, 
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when Moshe said, you know, whoever is for the Lord, come to me, right?  They didn’t come.  
They have this angry, zealous kind of nature, but they didn’t come and help.   
 
And then there’s this final event in this past week’s parsha, starring the symbolic leaders, 
princes of each tribe.  It’s like this ultimate final showdown.  There’s an opportunity to sin and 
the prince of Shimon is publicly leading the sinning with the Midianite princess.  And there’s 
Pinchas who’s like the prince, the symbolic leader as it were, of the tribe of Levi.  And he comes 
out and kills them.  So, it’s like, he was not able to tolerate this immorality in the Jewish camp, 
right?   
 
So these are the stories and then the Torah, so the Midrash is saying, look at all these stories, 
they’re all connected.  And they’re not only connected, but the way to think about them is like 
a loan.  Now loans in the Torah are an interesting subject.  Because the loan in the Torah is not 
just a financial institution, it’s really not even a profitable institution because you’re not allowed 
to give a loan with interest, right?  It’s done when someone gives a loan, according to the 
Torah, it’s really done as a mitzvah, it’s like a kindness.  Now it’s not only it’s not only a mitzvah 
to give a loan, it’s actually also a mitzvah to return a loan.  But on the other hand, if you don’t 
return a loan, it’s considered as if at the time when you took that loan, you actually did the sin 
of theft. 
 
Now, when you first think about that, it sounds fair enough, right?  Like you took money, you 
didn’t give it back, that’s theft.  But when I thought about this as a lawyer, it kind of struck me 
as funny because it goes against the very first thing that you learn on the first day in any law 
school.  Right?  What do you learn on the first day of law school when you’re learning your first 
class in criminal law?  Is that for almost all crimes, you need to have what’s called, in Latin, the 
criminal mind, right?  The guilty mind.  Criminal intent.  It’s like, if I’m sleeping and I roll over 
and I swack Jeremy in the face, I can’t be held responsible for assault, right?  Because like I 
didn’t know that I was even doing that, right?  So to be criminally responsible, you need to 
know that you’re dong something wrong.  You have to have some sort of awareness at the time 
of the crime that you’re doing a crime.   
 
So now, let’s say you took a loan and you’re supposed to pay it back in 10 years.  Ten years go 
by and you forgot to pay it back.  That’ll be like a debt, is that really theft?  Like, you didn’t 
mean to steal ten years ago.  Ten years ago you did something legitimate.  But after 10 years, 
you were supposed to pay it back, so like maybe now you’re doing something wrong by not 
paying it back.  But how could you say that 10 years ago you were stealing?  That’s a little 
weird, right?  But that’s what the Jewish law says.  It’s like the Torah is framing, it’s like the 
Torah is framing the event of the loan as a question mark.  It’s like this undefined event, right?  
What you do in the future can actually create the meaning of what happened in the past.  So 
when you took a loan, you had this, it’s like we don’t know exactly what’s happening.  Because 
that very same action could in the future when you pay it back turn out to be a mitzvah, or it 
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could turn out to have been a transgression.  It will depend on what you do in the future.  What 
you do in the future will retroactively reflect on the past and give it its meaning.   
 
This is a really deep parable.  The Midrash is telling us that the stories, these different 
showdowns, these different stories, no, they’re not really showdowns, but like these different 
events that happened with Shimon and Levi, you need to think of them like a loan.  What 
happened in Shechem, is like a loan.  It’s like a question mark.  Was that ok?  Was it not ok?   
Sort of undefined.  Maybe they were trying to protect their sister and set a proper moral 
standard of good proper behavior in the Land.  Maybe they were just hot heads, maybe this 
was like gang, you know gang violence, right?  Vengeance for making their sister a harlot.  
When are we going to find out?  The answer is going to appear, it’s going to crystallize in the 
future with the future actions of their children.  Like what did they teach, what values did they 
give their children that will then reflect upon their past?   
 
So when the golden calf comes, Levi is willing to wield that rage that characterizes their tribe, 
that’s like flowing in their blood, right, for a godly purpose.  They’ve been raised to understand 
that anger needs to be, anger is like a tool that needs to be used for a proper godly purpose.  
They channel their rage into setting a proper standard against idolatry.  This is not how a godly 
nation is going to behave.  And there was nothing in it for them.  There was no personal rage, or 
personal honor at stake.  It was purely for HaShem.  And then in the next generation, right, 38 
years later or 40 years later comes the Shittim.  Shimon is leading the way in the harlotry, the 
same tribe of the same guy that says will our sister be a harlot?  He claimed to be so concerned 
about moral standards.  Doesn’t seem to bother him when there’s harlotry here in the desert 
with the Midianites.  But look at the representative of Levi.  Pinchas once again is willing to 
wield that Levite zealous nature in the sanctification of HaShem’s name, upholding a proper 
moral standard in the nation.   
 
So now, you can look back and redefine the action of Shechem.  Levi and Shimon maybe had 
complicated intentions.  They had maybe a little bit of hot-headedness and anger that Jacob 
identifies, but they also kind of had this zealousness for HaShem.  What was the primary 
motivation?  What should we look back at?  Right?  We look back and the tribe of Levi through 
their future actions is retroactively able to show that their deepest intentions in Shechem were 
pure.  Whereas the future actions of Shimon were able to show that their deepest intentions 
were not really so pure.  They didn’t really care so much about harlotry.  They were maybe just 
being really angry and that’s dangerous.  Right?   
 
And so, it’s like your future can distill the deeper meaning of the past.  And it doesn’t only 
redefine your own personal past actions and set them in their proper light, but it also 
redefines…it doesn’t only define their past actions, but it also can redefine the curses that came 
upon them for those actions.  Because Jacob said, hey you guys, you have a lot of anger, you 
need to be scattered.  But it manifests in totally different ways.  Both Shimon and Levi were 
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actually scattered, like Jacob’s prophecy came true.  Shimon was ultimately swallowed up and 
integrated into Judah.  He lost any kind of separate identity.  Like when you’re walking around 
Israel, you’re never going to meet anyone who’s just like, oh yeah, I’m from the tribe of Shimon.  
No one knows that they’re from the tribe of Shimon because they were swallowed up in the 
tribe of Judah.   
 
Levi was also divided up but they didn’t lose their identity.  They were divided up so that 
there’d be a little bit of Levi in each tribe.  A city of Levi in each tribe to be the teachers and the 
spiritual leaders for everyone and they don’t even need to worry about material sustenance, 
like everyone gives them tithes so they can be fully dedicated to spiritual work.  And up until 
today, like you’ll meet people in Israel and be like, oh, hey who are you?  Oh, I’m from the tribe 
of Levi.  People know that they’re Levites because they didn’t lose their identity by being 
scattered.  So that curse, it expressed itself differently for Shimon and Levi.  They didn’t get lost 
like Shimon, on the contrary, the curse really became a blessing for them.  They got to totally 
dedicate themselves to HaShem’s work in the world.  It took a completely different form.   
 
So I found this to be so unbelievably profound for me in my life.  You know, there’s this famous 
saying of the sages that when you do teshuva, when you repent, your sins become merits.  
Most people understand this, I always understood this, like a cute saying, like it’s poetic.  Like if 
you repent, HaShem loves your teshuva so much, HaShem is so forgiving that He’ll even see you 
know, your past sins in a positive light.  He’ll kind of brush them under the rug and He’ll say, oh 
you know, you’re not so bad.   
 
But when reading all these stories together, you can understand that that saying is so deep.  
You can actually turn your past actions around by using your shortcomings and reinterpreting 
them, retooling them and using them for the good.  Because you know, it’s like actions aren’t 
simple.  People aren’t simple.  When you look back at things that you know you’ve done wrong, 
a lot of times, at least for me, I feel I didn’t mean to do wrong, but looking back, I could see I 
wasn’t actually having good intentions.  I had sort of an evil side to what I was doing, right?  I 
don't meet a lot of people who wake up in the morning and say, you know what I want to do 
today?  I want to sin.  But we still see a lot of people doing bad things, because sometimes you 
don’t realize you’re doing bad things.  Your intentions are all mixed up.  Like you kind of have a 
good intention, but kind of a bad intention.  It’s so hard to distill what’s really driving you.  Like, 
when you want to, you know, do something good, are you doing it so that other people will give 
you honor?  Or because you really want to do it, right?  When you’re trying to be kind, is it so 
that people will compliment you or is it because you really want to be kind?  Like, things are so 
confusing, right?  Like when you get angry at someone, is it because you’re really trying to 
teach them or just because you’re a hothead and you’ve lost control of yourself.  You know, like 
how do you know?  Things are so complicated.   
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So the Torah is teaching us that like your actions are like loans.  HaShem gives you a credit line.  
HaShem says, I’m going to withhold judgment and I’m going to see what you do in the future.  
Pinchas had this Levite hot-headedness in his blood.  It could be zealousness for HaShem, or it 
can be a little bit mixed up.  It could be just a little bit impetuous.  Pinchas looks at his past, how 
can I fix the past?  I have this characteristic.  How can I distill it for good?  I can actually turn my 
past problematic actions into true merits.  Not just as a poetic saying in the eyes of HaShem, 
like, oh, you know, I hope HaShem just sees me nicely.  I’m actually paying back the loan.  
HaShem gave me a credit line saying, let’s see how you’re going to use your characteristics.  
Let’s see what you have, you know, like what you’re going to do in the future.  And I’m willing 
to reinterpret the things that you did in the past, like a loan.  It could either turn out to be a 
mitzvah, or turn out to be bad, based on your later behavior.   
 
I don’t think this is limited to our own lives.  It can be multi-generational.  A lot of us walk 
around … I’ve met so many people who told me that they walk around with the burden of what 
their forefathers did wrong, right?  And we’ve spoken about this in the past about fixing your 
family tree.  Ruth fixed her family tree.  We talked about this in the context of Shavuot.  She 
was a descendant of the daughters of Lot who did this thing with their father, they lay with 
their father which was kind of for good intentions.  They didn’t think there was anyone else in 
the world.  They wanted to create a lineage, but it was kind of bad, like if they should have 
known that this is incest, right?  She fixes the past but she has this urge also to create a lineage, 
to have children.  But she uses that desire in an appropriate way.  It fixes her family tree, it 
distills the good and fixes her past and to the point that she’s able to bring David into the world.   
 
You know there’s this famous passage in the Tractate Shabbat in the Talmud that says that 
when HaShem gives you a soul, it’s like a loan.  That’s kind of funny because you would imagine 
like HaShem giving you a soul would be a gift, right?  A loan sounds kind of like HaShem is like 
this businessman waiting to get His loan back.  But when you put together all these stories, you 
can understand that our entire lives bear this loan-kind of characteristic.  HaShem has given us 
an opportunity, a credit line.  It’s not just a gift, use your life as however you please.  It’s a loan.  
HaShem is saying, I’m giving you the benefit of the doubt.  Through your actions, you can define 
if your life was good or if your life was not good, God forbid.  Your future positive actions can 
even turn your negative actions into something good.   
 
So for me, this allows me to not feel disheartened if I’ve made a mistake.  You know, and this 
gives you strength like if your forefathers have made mistakes because through our lives that 
we choose to live from now on, we can not only make the future better, but just like Pinchas, 
we can fix the past and we can even take the curses that may have come on us like things that 
we see, and maybe ways that HaShem was punishing us or trying to correct us.  We can even 
reinterpret those curses and to be the most amazing blessings that will come out of our past.  
We can take our most troublesome vices and characteristics and instead of trying to run away 
and hide from them, we look them in the eye and say, how am I going to use this to not only fix 
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my future, but to prove to HaShem that I’ve learned from the past?  And my truest, deepest, 
most primary intentions in the past were in the deepest sense, really good.  So with that I bless 
you guys to have a beautiful week filled with blessings and turning your future and your past 
into a beautiful work of art.  Bye guys. 
 
Ari 
So, uh, that is what’s called a Torah scholar philosopher.  That’s what Tehila is.  You know, Rav 
Dessler says that the greatest service of God lies in the refinement of motivation.  We really do 
have the power as Tehila said to refine our characters and our motivations.  Not only within 
ourselves, but intergenerationally.  It’s hard to even imagine that we could elevate the lowest 
parts of ourselves and our ancestors.  It’s huge, the amount of potential our lives have.  Just 
think about that.  Pinchas was descended from the tribe of Levi.  I know we’re going over time 
here, we’re going to wind it down soon.  Levi was a tribe that was castigated for violence and 
anger.  But through the generations of the past, those qualities were so refined and became so 
selfless that he was able to stop the plague which the Torah tells us was on its way to wiping 
out the entire nation, right?  Pinchas acts from such a deep pure place that there was no self-
interest left in him. 
 
Numbers 25:10: 
 

You just lose it in the translation.  But in Hebrew the 
words are (ytiÞa'n>qi-ta, Aaïn>q;B.), meaning that the 
same words were used for Pinchas’s emotion as it 
was for God’s emotion.  Pinchas channeled God’s 
emotion in such a direct way that there was no 
amount of his ego left behind.   
 
 

And that is what it means to be zealous for God.  For your love for God to so consume you that 
there is no you left behind.  The zealot is so consumed with God’s honor, and it’s not by the 
way, zealousness is not necessarily connected with violence.  The vast majority of time it’s not.  
We’re just so consumed with God’s honor that there’s no emotional room left for concern 
about ourselves.  Pinchas saw this evil taking place and he saw a plague wiping out his fellow 
Jews, 24,000 in just moments.  And so he did what he had to do to defend God’s honor and to 
stop the plague to save the nation.   
 
And in my mind, Pinchas’s act, it just reminds me of who?  King David.  Right?  King David, when 
he saw Goliath mocking the God of Israel and the armies of Israel, he was so enraged by the 
desecration of God’s Name, that he simply didn’t have any room left to consider his own fate.  
What did he say?  You remember the words?  Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he 
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should defy the armies of the living God of Israel?  He was so filled with righteous indignation 
on behalf of the desecration of God’s Name that was taking place that he simply didn’t have 
any calculation of anything personal and what would happen to him.   
 
And that, my friends, is what I believe it means to be zealous for God, to be a humble servant.  
Which is what Rabbi Sacks says, it doesn’t mean thinking less of yourself, but thinking of 
yourself less.  And as I’m hopefully on my way of being out of this very difficult and trying 
period, I believe and I pray that I’m exiting a different, more humble person that I’ve entered.  
Allow me to bless all of us that we should merit to be humble and zealous servants of HaShem.  
And thereby of our fellow man.  And that we should be able to overcome the constraints and 
the limitations of our own egos and serve as vehicles to bring light and peace and love to the 
world.   
 
And so, before my greatest privilege, which is to bless all of you with the priestly blessing, 
please allow me to make one more suggestion.  One more request that’s on my heart.  So many 
of you have been sending me blessings.  Now I want to ask you to send me blessing requests.  
Send me an email with prayers that you’re seeking for healing or health or salvation or 
whatever it is.  Reach out to me, you know my email address is ari@thelandofisrael.com.  My 
WhatsApp is 054-646-2082, whatever you need to do to do the Israel thing before that.  Reach 
out to me on that.  That’s the best way.  Because then we can also hear each other’s voices.   
 
Anyways, let me know in an email if it’s a prayer that I can bring up in the fellowship for us to 
pray together.  I’d like for us to pray for each other together as one, for we’re entering times 
right now where our greatest power is prayer.  So let’s come together and hold each other up in 
prayer, only blessings will come from it.  And so, on the subject of blessing, allow me to bless all 
of you with the final blessing for this fellowship.   
 
Aaronic blessing (Hebrew) 
 
May HaShem bless and protect you.  May He shine His light and His countenance upon you.  
And may He give you peace.  Amen. 
 
Shalom my friends. 
 
 


